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ABSTRACT

The mangrove forest ecosystem acts as a shield against the destructive tidal waves, preventing the coastal 
areas and other properties nearby from severe damages; this protective function certainly deserves 
attention from researchers to undertake further investigation and exploration. Mangrove forest provides 
different goods and services. The unique environmental factors affecting the growth of mangrove forest 
are as follows: distance from the sea or the estuary bank, frequency and duration of tidal inundation, 
salinity, and composition of the soil. These crucial factors may under certain circumstances turn into 
obstacles in accessing and managing the mangrove forest. One effective method to circumvent this 
shortcoming is by using remotely sensed imagery data, which offers a more accurate way of measuring 
the ecosystem and a more efficient tool of managing the mangrove forest. This paper attempts to review 
and discuss the usage of remotely sensed imagery data in mangrove forest management, and how they 
will improve the accuracy and precision in measuring the mangrove forest ecosystem. All types of 
measurements related to the mangrove forest ecosystem, such as detection of land cover changes, species 
distribution mapping and disaster observation should take advantage of the advanced technology; for 
example, adopting the digital image processing algorithm coupled with high-resolution image available 
nowadays. Thus, remote sensing is a highly efficient, low-cost and time-saving technique for mangrove 

forest measurement. The application of this 
technique will further add value to the mangrove 
forest and enhance its in-situ conservation and 
protection programmes in combating the effects of 
the rising sea level due to climate change. 
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MANGROVE FOREST

The mangrove forest forms an intertidal ecosystem represented by a variety of tree species 
that grows mainly along the tropical and subtropical coasts worldwide (Kovacs et al., 2011). 
Mangrove forest is characterised by dicotyledonous woody shrubs or trees that are virtually 
confined to the tropics (Hogarth, 2007). Mangrove forest is a highly productive ecosystem 
usually scattered along the intertidal zone of the low-energy tropical coastlines (Kathiresan et 
al., 2001 and Lugo et al., 1974). These unique forests grow abundantly in the saline soil and 
brackish water, subject to periodic fresh and salt water inundation; they are generally found 
along the sheltered coast where all vegetation adapt to a highly saline environment that would 
normally be uninhabitable for other kinds of trees (Ibharim et al., 2015). 

According to Giri et al. (2011), approximately 13.7 million km2 of mangrove forest exist 
worldwide in 118 countries and territories within the tropical and subtropical regions of the 
world in 2000. During the time this review was written, accurate, up-to date and reliable 
information about mangrove forest coverage worldwide was not available. Thus, this study 
reports the statistics of the mangrove forest 11 years ago (Spalding et al, 2010; Giri et al., 
2011). According to Giri et al. (2016) and Ghosh et al. (2016), due to the climate change issues 
and anthropogenic factors, the mangrove forest ecosystem was under pressure. Anthropogenic 
activities and climate change has led to degradation, pollution, sea-level rise, coastal erosion, 
increased salinity, increased number of cyclones and higher levels of the storm to the mangrove 
forest. Over the past 3 decades, the world has lost almost 50% of the mangrove forest areas 
(Osti et al., 2009). Spalding et al. (2010) reported that based on the 2006 record from Food and 
Agriculture Organization, (FAO), Asia had the biggest mangrove forest cover, about 40.4%, 
followed by America 30.4%, Africa 18.4%, Africa 18.4%, Australasia 6.7%, Pacific Ocean 
3.8% and Middle East 0.4% (Figure 1). Asia has 25 countries with mangrove forest under a 
wide range of climatic conditions such as Arid (Arabian Peninsula), Subtropical (China and 
Japan) and Humid tropical (Southeast Asia). Table 1 shows the 12 countries with the largest 
mangrove forest areas in the world; Indonesia has the biggest mangrove forest area in the 
world with 31,894 km2 covering about 20.9% of 68% of the world’s mangrove forest area in 
2006 (Spalding et al., 2010). 
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Humans benefit in many ways from the mangrove forest ecosystem, directly or indirectly such 
as forest products (Kridiborworn et al., 2012; Walters, 2005; Kairo et al., 2002; Adegbehin, 
1993), fisheries (Rhyma & Norizah, 2016; Thu & Populus, 2007; Manson et al., 2005; 
Rönnbäck, 1999; Feller & Sitnik, 1996), and protection against natural disaster (Pearce, 2014; 
Danielsen et al., 2005; Feller & Sitnik, 1996). From all the benefits gained and impacts reported 
from the mangrove forest function, the role of mangrove forest in ecological significance is 
very important; there is an urgent need to examine the role and function of the mangrove forest 
periodically. Monitoring the spatial and temporal changes of the mangrove forest area is the first 
step in this process. However, it is a costly and laborious task to obtain reliable, accurate and 
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Figure 1. World Mangrove Forest Distribution (Spalding et al., 2010).   

 

Table 1 

Mangrove forest coverage in the World (Spalding et al., 2010) 

Countries Region Area [km2] 

Indonesia Asia  31,894 

Brazil  South America  13,000 

Australia  Australia   9,910 

Mexico North and Central America 7,710 

Nigeria Africa 7,356 

Malaysia   Asia 7,097 

Myanmar Asia 5,029 

Bangladesh Asia  4,951 

Cuba North and Central America 4,944 

India Asia 4,326 

Papua New Guinea Oceania 4,265 

Colombia South America 4,079 

TOTAL 104,561 

Figure 1. World mangrove forest distribution (Spalding et al., 2010)

Table 1 
Mangrove forest coverage in the World (Spalding et al., 2010) 

Countries Region Area (km2)
Indonesia Asia 31,894
Brazil South America 13,000
Australia Australia 9910
Mexico North and Central America 7710
Nigeria Africa 7356
Malaysia Asia 7097
Myanmar Asia 5029
Bangladesh Asia 4951
Cuba North and Central America 4944
India Asia 4326
Papua New Guinea Oceania 4265
Colombia South America 4079
Total 104,561
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timely information, especially when dealing with a tidal event in relation to unique mangrove 
forest characteristics. 

By employing the manual surveying method, it is impossible to identify changes in a large 
mangrove forest area with a tidal event. However, with the modern technologies of monitoring 
such as satellite remote sensing and digital image processing algorithm, monitoring work can 
be done in a couple of hours or days and details can be mapped with improved accuracy and 
precision (Giri, 2016; Ibrahim et al., 2015; Heenkeda et al., 2014; Rao et al., 2014; Ibrahim 
et al., 2013; Chun et al., 2011; Wang & Sousa, 2009). These articles review and discuss the 
use of satellite images in the mangrove forest and the details that can be mapped from the 
satellite image of this era; i.e., detection of land cover changes, species distribution mapping 
and disaster observation.

REMOTE SENSING

Remote sensing is the science of obtaining information about objects or areas from a distance, 
typically from the aircraft or satellite known as a sensor. There are two categories of sensors: 
passive and active sensors. A passive sensor will detect the sunlight radiation reflected from 
the earth and thermal radiation in the visible and infrared of the electromagnetic spectrum 
(Barrett, 2013; Tyo et al., 2006; Turner et al., 2003; Fingas & Brown, 1997; Jackson, 1995). It 
does not emit its own radiation, but it receives the light and thermal radiation from the Earth’s 
surface. Landsat, SPOT, Quickbird, IKONOS and Worldview are some examples of the passive 
sensors, and they have been widely used to monitor land cover and land use changes (Goetz 
& Dubayah, 2011; Muttitanon & Tripathi, 2005; Turner et al., 2003). An active satellite sensor 
functions as it emits artificial radiation to monitor the earth surface or atmospheric feature. 
Examples of active sensors are radar and laser scanner; Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR), 
which uses a short pulse of electromagnetic radiation in the microwave spectral range. These 
sensors do not rely on daylight, and they are slightly affected by clouds, dust, fog, wind and 
weather conditions (Starek, 2016; Zink et al., 2004; Turner et al., 2003; Clothiaux et al., 2000; 
Fingas & Brown, 1997). Active sensors are used to identify the vegetation structure and ground 
surface elevation (Faridhouseini et al., 2011; Rosette et al., 2008; Holmgren & Persson, 2004; 
Patenaude et al., 2004; Dowling & Accad, 2003; Lefsky et al., 2002). 

In principle, an object captured by a sensor can be identified from the spectral reflectance 
signature (or electromagnetic radiation-EMR) of the remote sensing, if the sensing system has 
sufficient spectral resolution to distinguish its spectrum from those of other materials (Zulfa & 
Norizah, 2016; Ranchin &Wald, 2000; Martin & Aber, 1997; Goetz et al., 1985). A different 
sensor has a different wavelength. The finer the spectral resolution and the higher the resolution, 
the narrower is the wavelength range for a particular channel or band; thus, objects on the Earth 
can be easily identifiable and differentiated as spectral resolution increases (Zhang & Zhu, 2011; 
Ehlers et al., 2003; Turner et al., 2003; Clark et al., 1990). To date, the spectral resolutions of 
some satellite sensors have up to hundreds and thousands spectral wavelength, which can be 
used to identify objects easily. Here are some examples of sensors that have high spectral and 
spatial resolutions: Worldview sensor (Kamal et al., 2014; Heenkenda et al., 2014; Heumann, 
2011b), airborne sensor (Herweg et al., 2012; Tarabalka et al., 2010; Dalponte et al., 2008; Van 
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Aardt et al., 2007; Kamaruzaman & Kasawani, 2007; Kruse et al., 2003; Cocks et al., 1998; 
Martin & Aber, 1997), LiDAR sensor (Greaves et al., 2016; Wei et al., 2012; Hakala et al., 
2012; Dalponte et al., 2008) and some multispectral cameras used with unmanned automated 
vehicles (UAV); these sensors are more flexible in terms of time of image capturing (Bareth et 
al., 2015; Saari et al., 2011; Mäkynen et al., 2011; Berni et al.,2009; Held et al., 2003). 

The spatial resolution also plays an important role in viewing, identifying and evaluating 
captured images (Lillesand et al., 2014; Verma et al., 2014; Xie et al., 2008). The spatial 
resolution is presented by the square picture elements or pixels. The pixel size is determined 
by the sampling distance (Ayoub et al., 2009; Leprince et al., 2007; Schowengerdt, 2006; 
Kaufman et al., 1997). For example, 30 m data spatial resolution from Landsat sensor refers to 
data in a matrix of 30 m x 30 m pixels; this is an example of low spatial resolution image where 
only coarse features can be observed in the image (Lillesand et al., 2014). Meanwhile, a high 
spatial resolution image refers to one with a small spatial resolution size (Lillesand et al., 2014; 
Sawaya et al., 2003). Fine details can be seen in a high spatial resolution image, and these are 
some matrix examples: 0.41 m x 0.41 m pixels and 1.65 m x 1.65 m pixels respectively from 
panchromatic and multispectral sensor of GeoEye-1; 0.5 m x 0.5 m pixels and  2  m  x  2  m  
pixels  respectively  from  panchromatic  and  multispectral  sensor  of  Worldview2;  0.6 m x 
0.6 m pixels and 2.4 m x 2.4 m pixels respectively from panchromatic and multispectral sensor 
of Quickbird; and 1 m x 1 m pixels and 4 m x 4 m pixels respectively from panchromatic and 
multispectral sensor of IKONOS (Rhyma et al., 2015). The matrix of pixels is often called a 
scene. A different type of sensor has a different scene size. Sensors widely used in mangrove 
forest are listed in Table 2.

Table 2 
Sensor used in mangrove forest mapping 

Sensor No. of band(s) Spectral range Spatial resolution Sources 
Spot XS 3 Red, green, blue 20 m X 20 m Pasqualini et al. (1999); Gao, 

(1999); Jensen et al. (1991); 
Green et al. (1998);

Landsat 
TM

7 Blue, green, red, 
NIR, shortwave 
i n f r a r e d  a n d 
thermal

30 m Rhyma et al. (2016); Che Ku 
Akmar et al. (2009); Alatorre 
et al. (2016); Kovacs et al. 
(2001)

Quickbird 5 Panchromatic, 
Red, green, blue 
and NIR

Panchromatic:0.65 m 
and Multispectral 2.62 
m

L e e  a n d  Ye h .  ( 2 0 0 9 ) 
Neukermans et al. (2008); 
Wang et al. (2004)

IKONOS 4 bands and 
panchromatic

Panchromatic, 
Red, Green, Blue 
and NIR

Panchromatic:0.82 m 
and Multispectral 3.2 m

Huang et al. (2009); Proisy 
et al. (2007); Kovacs et al. 
(2005); Rodriguez and Feller. 
(2004); Wang et al. (2004); 
Wang et al. (2004)
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With the advances and precision of remotely sensed imagery data and the modern technology 
of digital image processing algorithm (Giri, 2016), the application in management, monitoring 
and mapping of mangrove forest ecosystem has been proven very valuable. The use of remotely 
sensed imagery offers many advantages because obtaining information and performing 
observations by satellite sensors are beyond human ability. With the advances in the spatial 
and spectral resolution of remotely sensed imagery data, the application of satellite image 
in the mangrove forest area has been intensified. The following section reviews the use of 
remotely sensed imagery data with image/data analysis, and it discusses details mapped from 
the mangrove forest. 

Early Application in Mangrove Forest 

Traditional approaches to mangrove forest remote sensing has been described by the uses of pure 
visual imagery; aerial photography (AP) as primary source particularly for surveys conducted 
before 1990s (Kuenzer et al., 2011; Martinussi et al., 2009; Newton et al., 2009). Limited and 
lack of utility in data sources make mapping of mangrove forest difficult or even impossible to 
be surveyed. As technology has grown rapidly with the importance of the uses with mangrove 
forest, digital imagery; thematic mapper has been evolved to describe and monitor a variety of 
systems on a local or global scale (Newton et al., 2009; Farid, 2002). There are still limitations 
related to the early application of digital imagery in mangrove forest such as pointed by Adam 
et al. (2010) and Ozesmi and Bauer (2002). Their paper stresses that these limitations were 
related to spatial and spectral resolution where differentiating the spectral reflectance is difficult 

RapidEye 5 Blue, red, green, 
red edge and NIR

5 m Son et al. (2017); Giardino 
et al. (2015); Roslani et al. 
(2014); Roslani et al. (2013); 
Ibrahim et al. (2013)

Spot 4 
and 5

5 Monospectral , 
green, red, NIR 
and short-wave 
infrared

Panchromatic: 10 m and 
Multispectral: 20 m 

Santos et al. (2015); Vo et al. 
(2013); Conchendda et al. 
(2008); Saito et al. (2003)

LiDAR Blue,  red  and 
green

Laser scanner system: 
x,y,z coordinate

Wannasir i  e t  a l .  (2013); 
Chadwick, (2011); Knight et 
al. (2009); Proisy et al. (2009); 
Zhang,  (2008)

WorldView 9 B l u e ,  r e d 
a n d  g r e e n 
Panchromatic, 
m u l t i s p e c t r a l 
(red, green, blue, 
near- inf ra red , 
coastal, yellow, 
r e d  e d g e  a n d 
near-infrared-2)

0.5 m Wang et  al .  (2015);  Zhu 
et al.,(2015); Hassan et al. 
(2014); Heenkenda et al. 
(2014); Kamal et al. (2013); 
Kux and Souza.  (2012); 
Heumann. (2012)

Table 2 (continue)

Sensor No. of band(s) Spectral range Spatial resolution Sources 
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to performe especially when dealing with low resolution images and the fact that vegetation 
in mangrove forest has the same basic components that contribute to its spectral reflectance 
(Kokaly et al., 2003; Price, 1992). Spectral reflections are measurements of the spectral response 
of different features (in case of mangrove forest, the feature refers to vegetation species) in 
the bands of the satellite image. Although digital imagery has evolved with the high resolution 
of data - discussed in the following section - AP sometimes excel in monitoring small area of 
mangrove forest and a number of classification are easily distinguishable (Heumann 2011b; 
Ozesmi & Bauer, 2002; Sulong et al., 2002). 

Recently, the decline of mangrove forest has become major environmental issues 
worldwide. Mangrove forest become severe due to human activity or natural disaster. The 
needs to study mangrove forest highly important and the application of remote sensing has 
been widely used over a few decades ago with the development from pure visual imagery to 
multi-spectral imagery to the advances of narrow spectral imagery. Table 3 shows some of 
early remote sensing application in mangrove forest. 

Table 3 
Early remote sensing system and mangrove studies (Heumann, 2011b) 

Sensor(s) Studies
Aerial photography Hossain et al. (2009); Eslami-Andargoli et al. (2009); Everitt et al. 

(2007); Thampanya et al. (2007); Dahdouh-Guebas et al. (2006); Benfield 
et al. (2005); Rodriguez and Feller (2004; Fromard et al. (2004); Jones 
et al. (2004); Krause et al. (2004); Manson et al. (2001); Murray et al. 
(2003); Chauvaud et al. (1998); Sulong (1999); Sulong and Ismail (1990)

Landsat MSS, TM, or ETMþ Long et al. (2011); Che Ku Akmar et al., (2009); Alatorre et al., (2016; 
Beland et al. (2006); Cornejo et al. (2005); Giri et al. (2008); Green et 
al. (1998); James et al. (2007); Krause et al. (2004); Lee and Yeh (2009); 
Liu et al. (2008); Long and Skewes (1996); Kovacs et al., (2001); Manson 
et al. (2001); Mumby et al. (1999); Paling et al. (2008), Ruiz-Luna and 
Berlanga-Robles (2003); Vasconcelos et al. (2002)

SPOT HVR, HRVIR, or HRG Chauvaud et al. (2001); Gao (1998, 1999); Green et al. (1998); Lee and 
Yeh (2009); Mumby et al. (1999); Rasolofoharinoro et al. (1998); Saito 
et al. (2003)

ASTER Al Habshi et al. (2007); Vaiphasa et al. (2006)
IRS C or D Mantri and Mishra (2006); Pattanaik et al. (2008); Ramachandran et al. 

(1998); Reddy and Pattanaik (2007)

Mangrove Forest Mapping

Monitoring and/or mapping mangrove forest using remotely sensed imagery data has been 
described as moderate and sometimes poor by Kamal et al. (2015), Wang et al. (2004), Liu et 
al. (2008) and Heumann (2011b), due to the presence of homogenous species in the mangrove 
forest and due to the limited spectral signature and spatial resolution of conventional imagery 
(Wang et al., 2004; Chun et al., 2011). The complexity of separating the spectral reflectance 
between species is the reason for their report. According to Ajithkumar et al. (2008) and Blasco 
and Aizpuru (2002), the spectral reflectance of the mangrove leaf is affected by the chlorophyll 
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content; a high chlorophyll concentration will give lower reflectance value, and thus it is 
difficult to discriminate the mangrove species. On the other hand, others reported an opposite 
view, stating that the use of remotely sensed imagery data is easy in mangrove forest mapping 
(Giri, 2016) since the mangrove forest possesses a very distinct spectral signature. The general 
consensus seems to be that mangrove forest mapping is not straightforward with the remote 
sensing application. It may be based on the precision of the image, resolution, processing 
algorithm, or expertise in observing the data; in addition, it might be affected by the different 
location, as a different location has different vegetation composition and structure (Hossain & 
Nuruddin, 2016; Ghosh et al., 2016; Matsui et al., 2015; Heumann, 2011b; Adam et al., 2010). 

A recent trend in processing the satellite image for mangrove forest is to perform it using 
science knowledge and engineering technology. Over the past few decades, innovations in 
remote sensing sensors and systems such as very High Resolution System (VHR) and Synthetic 
Aperture Radar (SAR) (i.e., Quickbird, IKONOS, GeoEye-1, Worldview-3, PRISM-ALOS 
PALSAR, ASAR ENVISAT) and airborne sensors (i.e., hyperspectral remote sensing) are a 
breakthrough due to their high resolution sensor and continuous spectral data that are helpful in 
discriminating features having similar spectra in the multispectral domain (Rhyma et al., 2016; 
Prasad et al., 2014). In parallel with the advances of sensors and systems that are extensively 
applied in mangrove forest, analysis techniques in order to improve the accuracy of mangrove 
forest classification have also been developed such as object-based classifications integrated 
with one of these methods: pixel-based classification (Walter, 2004), decision tree learning 
analysis of pixel-based classification (Liu et al., 2008a), receiver operating characteristics 
(ROC) curve analysis of spectral analysis (Alatorre et al., 2011), threshold and fuzzy rule 
classification approaches with that of the pixel-based (Hussain et al. 2013), and support vector 
machine (SVM) approach of object-based classification (Liu et al., 2008b, Heumann (2011a), 
Vidhya et al., 2014). The following section reviews details mapped from the mangrove forest 
with a number of examples of image/data analysis techniques. 

Land Cover Changes. Mangrove forests have been altered by direct or indirect uses of the 
environment, socio-economic and natural resources. The mangrove forest change dynamics 
worldwide due to natural and anthropogenic forces such as reported by Misra et al. (2015) and 
Giri et al. (2007) in India, Ibrahim et al. (2015) and Abdullah and Nakagosi (2007) in Malaysia, 
Muttitanon and Tripathi (2005) in Thailand, Kirui et al. (2013) in Kenya, Nguyen (2014), 
Nguyen et al. (2013), and Thu and Populus (2007) in Vietnam, Souza-Filho and Paradella 
(2003) in Brazil. Due to the dynamic changes, area extent and distribution of mangrove forest 
need to be monitored as frequently as possible for management and conservation. Image 
classification technique is the main obstacle to have an accurate land use/cover detection in 
mangrove forest. Nowadays, with advance algorithm and/or procedure in image processing 
makes mangrove forest distinguishable from other land cover in one scene. 

Alatorre et al. (2016) studied the temporal evolution of vegetation activity of mangroves 
in the South-eastern coastal area of the Gulf of California, Mexico by using multi-temporal 
Landsat TM images for 20 years (1990-2010). They used NDVI analysis to detect the changes 
within 20 years and used multivariate regression analysis to show the coverage of the mangrove 
forest. From the pixel-by-pixel spatial analysis complemented through image interpretation 
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they conducted, they found that shrimp farms in the study area showed a spatial relationship 
with the zones of the great loss of vegetation activity. Meanwhile, Kanniah et al. (2015) used 
a maximum likelihood classification (MLC) and support vector machine (SVM) to classify the 
mangrove forest areas in Southern Johore, Malaysia to analyse the changes over a period of 
25 years. Between these two techniques, MLC was reported to provide the significantly higher 
user, producer and overall accuracy compared with SVM. In different mangrove forest area in 
North of Malaysia, Perak, Ibrahim et al. (2015) also used MLC to classify land use and land 
cover for 18 years from Landsat TM and RapidEye imageries. To ensure the accuracy of their 
classification, normalised different vegetation index (NDVI) technique have been used. When 
dealing with area classification using remotely sensed imageries data, the accuracy of land cover 
changes for a certain period of time series with a number of periods will be affected with cloud 
cover. Kirui et al. (2013) in their study have paired (overlay and differentiate) all images for 
each time series to remove the areas with cloud cover, leaving images as cloud free over the 
same locations for area changes assessment. This study used MLC for classification as well. 

Mathematical approach in image classification to enhance the accuracy to detect land use/
cover changes in mangrove forest has been widely used by several researchers. For example, 
Misra et al. (2015) used Principal Component Analysis (PCA) as a pre-classification and 
continue the common classification; supervised and unsupervised classification. Their accuracy 
reported as 95.56% (Kappa=0.0556), 92.93% (Kappa=0.92), 84.64% (Kappa=0.85) and 86.36% 
(Kappa =0.85) for four images in 2011, 2001, 1989 and 1973. According to Kanellopulos and 
Wilkinson (1997) and Civco (1993), advance algorithm coupled with artificial intelligence 
using software can be used reliably for routing operational requirement in remote sensing and 
will provide more accurate and useful data. 

Species Distribution Mapping. From the previous research, a number of researchers have 
established a method that is able to distinguish the mangrove species from other species with 
the laboratory measurement of hyperspectral leaf reflectance (Wang & Sousa, 2016; Zhang, 
Kovacs, Liu, Flores-Verdugo, & Flores-de-Santiago, 2014; Chun et al., 2011; Chun et al., 2015; 
Neukermans et al., 2008). This is important as it provides reliable and accurate information 
about mangrove forest. According to Asner et al. (2009), having maps of individual tree 
locations is fundamental to understanding forest responses to global change, providing a basis 
for monitoring species distribution patterns, responding to stress, disease, and exotic species 
spread and deforestation. 

Wang and Sousa (2009) find that the accuracy of classification of mangrove species 
increased by using a narrow band of hyperspectral data. They conducted a laboratory study of 
mangrove leaves using a high-resolution spectrometer in the Carribean coast. For bands that 
have significant difference (P value <0.01) in the mean reflectance across tree species measured, 
linear discriminant analysis (LDA) is performed to detail the classified the mangrove species. 
Eventually, the most useful bands for mangrove species classification are found to be at 780, 
790, 800, 1480, 1530 and 1550 nm. In addition, their study used four narrow band ratios (R695/
R420, R605/R760, R695/R760 and R710/R760) to diagnose stress condition across mangrove species, 
and results revealed that at least one ratio index was proven useful from ANOVA. In a paper by 
Zhang et al. (2014), FieldSpec® 3JR spectrometer was used to examine the mangrove species 
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in Mexico. Seven wavebands (520, 560, 650, 710, 760, 2100 and 2230 nm) are selected based 
on the principle component analysis and stepwise discriminant analyses to classify mangrove 
species. The waveband selected is able to identify the mangrove species and mangrove forest 
conditions with an overall accuracy of higher than 90% and a Khat coefficient higher than 0.9. 
Their study also examined the stress condition of the mangrove forest (poor and dwarf), and it 
is found to be satisfactory with accuracy higher than 80%. Roslani et al. (2014) used RapidEye 
satellite data in their study, and they concluded that using a high-resolution image, mangrove 
forest classification can be mapped with reliable information. In their study, textural analysis 
is used to make the classification. Their results show that the textured image produced high 
overall classification assessment recorded at 84%, and kappa statistics recorded at 0.8016. 
Meanwhile, the non-textural image produced about 80% of the overall accuracy and kappa 
statistics of 0.7061. 

Advanced processing technique and algorithm can also yield reliable and accurate 
information of mangrove forest instead of using high-resolution remotely sensed imagery 
data. The classification approach, a part of the processing analysis, is found to influence 
discriminating the mangrove species. Kamal et al. (2015) stress that using a number of 
satellite data, various spatial and spectral resolution, and mapping technique would provide 
effective multi-scale mangrove forest composition mapping. Their study used the object-based 
approach to classify the mangrove species in the Moretan Bay, Australia by using various 
satellite data such as Landsat TM, ALOS AVNIR-2, WorldView-2, and LiDAR. Ghosh et 
al. (2016) in Sundarbans use the maximum likelihood classifier technique to classify objects 
from Landsat satellite image and utilise the post-classification comparison techniques to 
detect changes at the species level. From their study, accuracy rates of about 72%, 83%, 79% 
and 89% are reported from the images of 1977, 1989, 2000 and 2015 respectively. A total of 
five major species are detected from the Landsat image. Wang et al. (2016) explore the use of 
textural and differential spectral features classification technique to discriminate species that 
are complex to be identified. Their study use the WorldView-3 image in Hong Kong. They 
find that the differential spectral features could aid in reducing inner-species variability and 
increasing intra-species separation that might be due to the different arrangement of leaves, 
the branch density, and the average height and size of plants. Zhu et al. (2015) use a back-
propagation artificial-neural-network (BP ANN) to accurately estimate the uneven-aged and 
dense mangrove forest biomass at the individual species level. Their study show a lower residual 
mean square error (RMSE), of about 19.17% from the classification conducted to estimate the 
biomass. Umroh et al. (2016) use the standard false colour composite of Landsat band 564 to 
map the mangrove forest areas in Pongok Island, South Bangka, Indonesia. They use NDVI 
value ranging from -1 to 0.33 to represent the area dominated with <1000 trees/ha; NDVI 
0.33-0.42 to represent the area dominated with >1000 to <1500 trees/ha; and NDVI 0.42-1 to 
represent the area dominated with >1500 trees/ha. Their study recognized that Pongok Island 
are dominated by Rhizophora sp., Avicennia sp. and Bruguiera sp. Study by Heenkenda et 
al. (2014) used WorldView 2 and high-resolution aerial photograph to discriminate mangrove 
species in Australia. Initial step in their image analysis use object-based image classification 
to determine mangrove forest and non-mangrove forest area. Later, support vector machine 
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algorithm with best-fit parameters are used to classify individual species. Species classified 
with WorldView 2 image show acceptable accuracy with 89%. 

Disaster Management. The mangrove forest serves as a form of protection, especially 
sheltering the coastal inhabitants from natural disasters. The natural disaster (i.e., sea level 
rise) are mostly as a result of climate change. Advancement in remote sensing; spectral and 
spatial resolution including techniques in image processing have provided an opportunity to 
observe and monitor mangrove forest from local to global scales with unprecedented spatial 
and thematic detail. Practically, remote sensing application to map disaster observation are 
based on preparedness to support disaster and management of the risk. For example, Giri 
(2016) points out that the level of disaster protection will depend on the size of the tsunami; 
vegetation structure may influence the role of mangrove forest as a form of disaster protection. 
Thus, it is necessary to know the extent of the area and changes of mangrove forest to manage 
the probability of risk from disaster-tsunami and early warning for resource planning. While 
the remote sensing of disaster observation and early warning are major areas of research for 
terrestrial areas (Imen et al., 2015; Agatsiva & Oroda, 2000), relatively little research has been 
done on mangrove forest. 

REMOTE SENSING AND MANGROVE FOREST; WAY FORWARD 

Mapping extent and changes, species composition and disaster observation of mangrove forest 
by using remote sensing need to be significantly improved worldwide. Practical method in 
improving the accuracy of classification at early stage of remote sensing analysis show an 
extensive study done by innumerable researchers. Innovation and emerging of sensors and 
systems such as VHR, SAR, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) and LiDAR provide users with a 
high resolution of spatial and spectral imagery allowing them to map mangrove forest in detail 
and accurately. The UAV and LiDAR are a novel remote sensing platform to have the capability 
to store a large volume of data using cloud computing. Thus, management, monitoring work, 
resource planning and conservation become easier than before for a forest that has a different 
level of stress due to its inaccessibility. Recognising the features or objects that exist within 
a set of remotely satellite imagery data nowadays has become more advanced. Integration of 
mathematical algorithm- artificial intelligence with image processing have been developed to 
exploit the uses of VHR and SAR data. For example, individual species of mangrove can be 
discriminated by using PCA to perform linear discriminate analysis and/or stepwise discriminate 
analysis for narrow band imagery and use multiple sensors with object-based analysis. When 
dealing with species variability- due to similar chemical component for mangrove vegetation, 
textural and differential spectral classification techniques has been introduced. While, biomass 
estimation at species level has been assessed by artificial intelligence of BP ANN. Such advance 
image processing shows that the science of remote sensing and mangrove forest has advanced 
in the last decade. Yet, there are still gaps and limitations to overcome mangrove forest as well 
as in terrestrial remote sensing (Wang et al., 2009). Opportunities always exist in technology. 
For mangrove forest, this is not exempted. Heumann (2011b) suggested five opportunities 
to be improved in order to enhance remote sensing in mangrove forest; i) apply the existing 



Zulfa, A. W. and Norizah, K.

910 Pertanika J. Sci. & Technol. 26 (3): 899 - 922 (2018)

sensors in mangrove forest that has never been used before, ii) use the existing methods of 
image processing from terrestrial forests into mangrove forest, iii) investigate new sensors that 
able to provide high quality data of mangrove forest, iv) integrate multiple types of remotely 
sensed imagery data to improve the accuracy of data processing, and v) global monitoring of 
mangrove forest to understand the extent and changes of mangrove forest worldwide including 
the structure, function and ecosystem services. 

CONCLUSION

The purpose of this review paper is to provide a comprehensive overview of the usage and 
application of remote sensing, especially the mangrove forest. Remote sensing is a tool for 
accomplishing many objectives related to the mangrove forest ecosystem. The mangrove 
forest ecosystem is unique and difficult to be measured at the terrestrial landscape; aerial 
measurement is a very good alternative. Details can be measured by using remotely sensed 
imagery data with multiple available up-to-date sensors. Key requirements for a sustainable 
mangrove forest management include high-resolution images, advanced image analysis 
algorithm and integration with precision tools to improve spectral properties identification and 
characterisation. Since aerial measurement deals with the upper surface of an area, canopy 
reflectance, along with wet soil and water characteristics, was expected to distort the image 
analysis processing. Notwithstanding the above shortcoming, the use of remote sensing in 
managing the mangrove forest remains advantageous. It relies on the technical support drawn 
from the continuous research in the techniques and methods for image analyses, particularly 
in differentiating the biochemical and biophysical canopy attributes, which can improve the 
accuracy and precision of mangrove forest mapping and monitoring. It is important to carry 
out research in the mangrove forest ecosystem so that the quality of the mangrove forest can 
be maintained, and it continues to play its protective function against the effects of sea-level 
rise due to the increasing emission of atmospheric heat from the climate change.
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